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L .  T i t l e ,  l i n e  6 .
F o l l o w i n g : ' I A U T H O R f T y ;  "
INSETI: 'IAI.TLOWING THE CONSUMER COUNSEL TO PARTICIPATE IN CERTATN

AUTHORITY PROCEEDINGS ;'r

2 .  T i t l e ,  l i n e  j _ 0 .
FoL lowing  : 'TAUTHORITYT
INseTt : ' 'TRANSMISSTON AND DISTRIBUTIONi l
Fo l low ing ;  "pURpOSES; , ,
INSCTT:' ICLASSIFYTNG AUTHORITY ELECTRICAL GENERATION FACILITY

PROPERTY AS CLASS THIRTEEN PROPERTY FOR PROPERTY TAX
PURPOSES; CLASSIFYING AUTHORITY WIND GENERATION FACII,ITY
PROPERTY AS CLASS FOURTEEN PROPERTY FOR PROPERTY TAX
PURPOSES; ' r

3 .  T i t l e ,  l i n e  l _ 3 .
Fol lowing: "APPROPRIATIONS;'r
TNSCTt: ' 'CIIARIFYING THAT THE PRoVIsIoNs oF THE TERRITORIAL

TNTEGRITY ACT APPLY TO THE AUTHORITY; I'
F o l l o w i n g :  n l _ 5 -  6 - L 4 L ,  x
I n s e r t :  r r t _ 5 - 6 - 1 5 6 ,  1 5 - 6 - ! S 7 , t l
F o l l o w i n g :  n  L S - 2 4 - L 2 0 3 ,  t ,
Str ike. rAl{Drl

I n s e r t :  r 1 8 - 2 - ! O ! , t l

F o l l o w i n g :  t ' L 8 - 4 - 3 1 3 ,  n
I n s e r t :  r 5 9 - 5 - 1 0 j _ ,  A l i t r D  6 9 - B - l _ 0 3 ,  ' r

4 .  P a g e  3 ,  l i n e  2 2 .
Fo l l .ow ing l  u7 l  u

Inser t :  I ' and  subsec t ion  (3 )  o f  th is  sec t ion , r

5 .  P a g e  5 ,  l i n e  2 L .
rnsert :  u (3) The authori ty may not exercise the power of eminent

domaj.n pursuant to Tit l_e 70,
ot,her than for r ights-of-way
power l ines.  "

6 .  Page  5 ,  l i ne  24 .
Following: tr ini l

chapter 30, to acquire property
for  gas p ipe l ines and e lect r ic

S B 0 5 5 8 0 6  .  a t e



St r i ke :  "  l sec t i on  7 ]  u

Inser t :  "  [sect ions 5 (3)  and ?]  ' ,

7  .  Page  6 ,  l i ne  29 .
Fol lowing:  "author i tyn
Inser ts  r r - -  consuner  counsel  par t ic ipat ion ' r

8 .  Page 6,  l ine 29 through page 7,  l ine l_ .
St r ike:  subsect ion (1)  in  i ts  ent i re ty
Renurnber: subsequent subsection

9.  Page 7,  l ine 5 through l ine 6.
Strike: "of rr on l ine 5 through "ownershipt '  on l ine 6
Inser t :  " is  in  the publ ic  in terest ' ,

L0 .  Page  7 ,  l i ne  7 .
rnsert z " (2) rhe consumer counsel may part icipate in authority

proceedings that establish customer rates and services
related to electr icity or natural gas generation,
t ransmissJ-on,  and d is t r ibut ion.  "

1-1- .  Page A4,  l ine 7 .
rnser t :  r rsect ion 24.  sect ion 15-6- i -56,  McA,  is  amended to read:

n15-6-156.  Class th i r teen proper ty  descr ip t ion
taxable percentage. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) (a)
through (Z)  (g) ,  c lass th i r teen proper ty  inc ludes:

(a)  e lect r ica l  generat ion fac i l i t ies,  except  wind
generat ion fac i l i t ies c lass i f ied under  j -5-5 -L57 ,  o f  a  centra l ly
assessed electr ic power company;

(b)  e lect r ica l  generat ion fac i l i t ies,  except  wind
generat ion fac i l i t ies c lass i f ied under  15-G - i -s7,  owned or
operated by an exempt wholesale generator or an entity cert i f ied
as an exempt wholesale generator pursuant to section 32 of the
Pub l i c  U t i l i t y  Ho ld ing  Company  Ac t  o f  1935 ,  15  U .S .C .  792 -5a ;

(c)  noncentra l ly  assessed e lect r ica l  generat ion fac i l i t ies,
except  wind generat ion fac i l i t ies c lass i f ied under  i -5-6 -Ls1,
owned or operated by any electr ical energy producer;

l d )  noncent ra l l v  asgessed e le rc t - r i r :a  l  oenera t ion  fae i l i t ies .
except, wind qenerat, ion faci l i t ies classif ied under j .5-6 -Ls7 .
owned or operated by the Montana electric and qas authority
prov ided for  in  lsect ion 3 l ;  and

tdl lel al locations of central ly assessed telecommunications
serv iceg companies.

12)  Class th i r teen
(a) property owned

cooperative associations
(b) property owned

cooperaL j-ve associat, ions
(c)  a l locat ions of

property does noL include:
by cooperative rural electr ic
c lass i f i ed  under  15 -6 -135  ;
by cooperative rural electr ic
c lass i f i ed  under  1 -5 -6  -L37  o r  15 -5  -L57  i
electric power company property under
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15 -6  -L4L ;
(d)  e lect r ica l  generat ion fac i l i t ies inc luded in  another

c lass of  proper ty ;
(e) property owned by cooperative rural telephone

assoc ia t i ons  and  c lass i f i ed  under  l _5 -G-135 ;
(f) propert.y owned by organizations providing

te lecommunicat ions serv ices and c lass i f ied under  1,s-6-135;  and
(g)  generat ion fac i l i t ies that  are exempt  under  L5-5-225.
(3)  (a)  For  the purposes of  th is  sect ion,  i le lect r ica l

generation faci l i t ies" means any combination of a physical ly
connected generator or generators, associated prime movers, and
other associated property, including appurtenant land and
improvements and personal property, that are normally operated
together to produce electr ic power. The term includes but is not
l imi ted to  generat ing fac i l i t ies that  produce e lect r ic i ty  f rom
coal - f i red s team turb ines,  o i1  or  gas turb ines,  or  turb ine
generators that are driven by fal l ing wat,er.

(b) The term does not include electr ical generation
faci l i t ies used for noncommerciar purposes or exclusively for
agricult,ural purposes

(c) The term also does not include a quali fying sma11 power
p roduc t i on  fac i l i t y ,  as  tha t  t e rm i s  de f i ned  i n  16  U .S .C .
796 (17) , that is owned and operated by a person not primari ly
engaged in the generation or sale of electr icity other than
erectric power from a smalI power production faci l i ty and
c lass i f i ed  unde r  i - 5 -6 -134  and  15 -6 -138 .

(4) Class thirteen property is taxed at
vaIue.  r l

{ tn ternat  References to i -5-6-756 :
1-5-6-1-4J-x J-S-6- i -4J-xI  n

I nse r t :  r r sec t i on  25 .  Sec t i on  15 -6 -L57 ,  MCA,

5t  o f  i ts  market

is amended to read:
n15-5-157.  Class four teen proper ty  descr ip t ion

taxable percentage.  (1)  c lass four teen proper ty  inc ludes:
(a)  wi -nd generat ion fac i l i t ies of  a  centra l ly  assessed

electr ic power company;
(b) wind generation faci l i t ies owned or operated by an

exempt wholesale generator or an entity cert i f ied as an exempt
wholesale generator pursuant to section 32 of the Public Uti l i ty
Ho ld ing  Company  Ac t  o f  1935 ,  15  U .S .C .  792 -Sa ;

(c)  noncentra l ly  assessed wind generat ion fac i l i t ies owned
or operated by any electr ical energy producer;

(2) Class fourteen property does not include wind
generat , ion fac i l i t ies :

(a) at which t.he standard prevail ing rate of wages for
heawy consLruct ion,  ds prov ided in  L8-2-401 ( i -3)  (a) ,  was not  pa id
during the construction phasei or

(d) wind generation faci l i t ies owned or operated by
cooperative rural electr ic associations described under 15-6 -1"37a
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(b)  that  are exempt  under  t -5-6 -225.
(3) For the purposes of this section, rwind generation

faci l i t ies" means any combination of a physical ly connected wind
turbine or turbines, associated prime movers, and other
associated property, including appurtenant land and improvements
and personal property, that are normally operated. together to
produce electr ic power from wind.

(4)  Class four teen proper ty  is  taxed at  3 t  o f  i ts  market
vaIue.  t l

{ rnternaT Reterences to J ,s-6- tsz :
1 - 5 - 6 - 1 - 3 7 x  L S - 6 - 7 4 J , x  t 5 - 6 - J - 4 l x
L5 -6 -756x  i - s -6 -J -s6  x  t 5 -6 -1_s ' x l n

Renumber: subsequent sections

12 .  Page  14 ,  l i ne  11 .
Fo l l ow ing :  "15 -6 -141 -n
Inse r t :  i l  ,  j _5 -6 -156 ,  15 -  6 - j _57  ,  n

13 .  Page  18 ,  l i ne  21 .
Inser t :  ' rSect ion 25.  Sect ion IB-2-101,  MCA, is  amended to read:

' tL8-2-101.  Def in i t ions of  bu i ld ing,  costs ,  and
construction. In part 1 of this chapter, with the exception of
LB -2 -104 ,  18 -2 - t 07 ,  18 -2 -L1 -3 ,  19 -2 -LL4 ,  1g -2 -L22 ,  and  t g -2 - j . 232

(1)  "bu i ld ingu inc ludes a bui ld ing,  fac i l i ty ,  or  s t ructure:
(a) constructed or purchased who1ly or in part with state

money;
(b)  a t  a  s tate inst i tu t ion;
(c) owned or to be owned by a state agency, including the

department of transportation; or
(d) constructed for the use or benefit  of the state with

federa l  or  pr ivate money as prov ided in  tg-2-J"O2(2)  (d) ;
(2)  "bu i ld ingu does not  inc lude a bui ld ing,  fac i l i ty ,  o t

sLructure:
(a) owned or to be owned by a county, city, town, school

d is t r ic t ,  o t  specia l  improvement  d is t r ic t ;
(b) used as a component part of an environmental

remediation or abandoned mine land reclamation project, a
highway, or a water conservation project, unless the building
wil l  require a continuing state general fund f inancial obtigation
after the environmental remediation or abandoned mine land
reclamation project is completed; crr

(c) Ieased or to be leased by a state agency; or
(d) constructed, owned, or ogerated by the Montana electr ic

ana qas authority p

repair, maint,enance, and remodeling of a building and the
equipping and furnishing of a building during construction,
alterat. ion, repair, maintenance, and remodeling;

(4)  wcostsr r  means those expenses def ined in  !7-5-801.  t r

{Znternal. Reference s to J-8 -2 -J-07 :

7 5 - 6  - 7 5 6 x

4

1 _ 7 - 5 - 8 0 7 78  -2  -207 78 -2  -201_ L 8  - 2 - 3 0 2
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L 8 - 2 - 3 0 3  7 8 - 2 - 3 0 3
2 0 - 7 5 - 4 0 3  2 2 - 3 - 7 0 0 3

L 8  - 2  - 3  0 6
6 O - 2 - U 2 l  n

L 8  - 2  - 3  0 6

1,4.  Page L9 ,  l ine l_3 .
fnser t :  ' tSect ion 30.  Sect ion 69-5-702,  MCA, is  amended to read:

"59 -5 -102 .  De f i n i t i ons .  When  used  i n  th i s  pa r t ,  t he
fo l lowing def in i t ions apply :

(1) "Agreementt '  means a written agreement between two or
more e lect r ic  fac i l i t ies prov iders that  ident i f ies the
geographical area to be served exclusively by each electr ic
faci l i t ies provider that is a party to the agreement and any
terms and condit ions pert inent to the agreement.

(2)  "Elect r ic  cooperat iverr  means a rura l  e lect r ic
cooperative organized under Tit le 35, chapter 18, or a foreign
corporation admitted t*re:=under under that chapter to do business
in Montana.

(3)  t 'E lect r ic  fac i l i t , ies prov ider ' r  means any ut i l i ty  that
prov ides e lect r ic  serv ice fac i l i t ies to  the publ ic .

(4)  "Elect r ic  serv ice fac i l i t ies, '  means any d is t r ibut ion or
transmission system or related faci l i ty necessary to provide
elect r ic i ty  to  the premises,  i -nc lud ing l ines.

(5)  "Elect r i -c  u t i l i ty"  means a person,  f i rm,  or  corporat ion
other than an eLectric cooperative that. provides electr ic service
fac i l i t i es  to  the  pub l i c .

(5) t 'Line" means any electr ic supply conductor.
(71  r rP remises r rmeans  a  bu i l d ing ,  res idence ,  s t ruc tu re ,  o r

fac i l i ty  to  which e lect , r ic  serv ice fac i l i t ies are prov ided or  are
to be instal led; however, two or more buildings, structures, or
faci l i t ies that are located on one tracL or contiguous tracts of
land and that are used by one electr ic consumer for farming,
business,  commerc ia l ,  indust r ia l ,  inst i tu t ional ,  g :overnmenta l ,  or
trai ler court purposes must together constitute one premises,
except that any building, structure, or faci l i ty, other than a
trai ler court, Rdy not, together with any other building,
s t rucLure,  or  fac i l i ty ,  const i tu te one premises i f  the e lect r ic
service to i t  is separately metered and the charges for that
service are calculated independently of charges for service to
any other  bu i ld ing,  s t ructure,  or  fac i l i ty .

(8)  ' rUt i l i ty r r  means a publ ic  u t i l i ty  regulated by the
commission pursuant to Tit le 69 , chapter 3, err a uti l i t ,y
qual i fy ing as an e lect r ic  cooperat ive pursuant  to  T i t le  35,
chapter 18. or the Montana electr ic and gas authoritv provided
fo r  i n  l sec t i on  3 ]  .  "
{ tn ternaT Referenees to 69-S-702:

6 9 - 8 - 2 0 7 x 1  t l

I nse r t :  r r sec t i on  31 .  Sec t i on  69 -8 -103 ,  MCA,  i s  amended  to  read :
n69 -8 -103 .  De f i n i t i ons .  As  used  i n  th i s  chap te r ,  un less  the

context requires otherwise, the fol lowing definit ions apply:
(1) ' tAggregator'r or rrmarket aggregatortt means an entity,

l icensed by the commission, that aggregates retai l  customers,
purchases elect.r ical energy, and takes t i t le to electr ical energy
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as an intermediary for sale to retai l  customers.
(2) 'rAssigneerr means any entity, including a corporation,

par tnership,  board,  t rust ,  or  f inancing vehic le ,  to  which a
ut i l i ty  ass igns,  se l1s,  or  t ransfers,  o ther  than as secur i ty ,  a l l
or  a  por t ion of  the ut i l i ty 's  in terest  in  or  r ight  to  t rans i t ion
property. The term also includes an entity, corporation, public
authority, partnership, trust, ot f inancing vehicle to which an
assignee ass igns,  se1ls ,  or  t ransfers,  o ther  than as secur i ty ,
the ass ignee's  in terest  j -n  or  r ight  to  t rans i t ion proper ty .

(3) trBoardrr means the board of lnvestments created by
2 -1 ,5 - l - 808 .

(4) trBrokerr or i lmarketerrr
commission, that acts as an agent
purchase of electr ical energy but
e lect r ica l  energy.

(5)  rCooperat ive ut i l i ty t '  means:
(a) a ut, i l i ty quali fying as an electr ic cooperative

pursuant  to  T i t le  35,  chapter  1g;  or
(b)  an ex is t ing munic ipa l  e lect r ic  u t i l i t ,y  as of  May 2,

L997 .
(6)  t rCustomerrr  or  "consumerrr  means a reta i l  e lect r ic

customer or consumer. The university of Montana, pursuant to
20-25-201 (l-) ,  and Montana state university, pursuant to
20 -25 -2o l (2 )  ,  a re  each  cons ide red  a  s ing le  re ta i l  e lec t r i c
customer or consumer with a single individual 1oad.

(71 ' tCustomer-generatorrr means a user of a net metering
system.

(8)  "Defaul t  suppl ier r t  means a d is t r ibut ion serv ices
provider of a uti l i ty that has restructured in accordance with
th is  chapter .

(9) "Default supply servicerr means the provision of
e lect r ic i ty  supply  by a defaul t  suppl ier .

(10)  rDis t r ibut ion fac i l i t . ies ' r  means those fac i l i t ies by and
through which elect,r icity is received from a transmission
services provider and distr ibuted to the cusLomer and that are
control led or operated by a distr ibution services provider.

(11) "Distr ibution services provider',  means a uti l i ty owning
dis t r ibut ion fac i l i t ies for  d is t r ibut ion of  e lect r ic i ty  to  the
pub l i c .

(12)  i lE lect r ic i ty  suppl ier '  means any person,  inc lud ing
aggregators, market aggregators, brokers, and marketers, offering
to se l l  eLectr ic i ty  to  reta i l  customers in  the s tate of  Montana.

(13)  rE lect r ic i ty  supply  costsr r  means the actual  costs  of
providinq default supplv service. includinq but not l imited to:

means an entity, l icensed by the
or intermediary in the sale and
that does not take t i t le to

(a)  capaci ty  costs ;
(b)  energy costs ;
( c )  f ue l  cos t s ,
(d)  anc i l -1ary serv ice cost ,s ;
(e) demand-side management and energy eff iciency
( f )  t ransmiss ion costs ,  inc lud ing congest ion and

cos t s ;
l osses ;
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(g )  b i11 ing  cos ts ;
(h) planning and adminj,strative costs; and

_ 
( i )  any other  costs  d i rect ly  re la ted to  the purchase of

electr icity, management of defaull  electr icity srrppry costs, and.
provision of default supply and related services.

(14) t 'Financing order'r means an order of the commission
adopted in  accordance wi th  69-B-503 that  author izes the
imposit ion and collection of f ixed transit ion amounts and the
issuance of  t rans i t ion bonds.

(r.5) (a) "Fj-xed transit ion amountsi l  means those
nonblpassable rates or chargies, including but not l imited to:

( i )  d i s t r i bu t i on ;
( i i )  connect ion;
( i i i )  d isconnect ion;  an.
(iv) termination rates and charges that are authorized by

the commission in a f inancing order io permit recovery of
transi-t ion costs and the costs of recovering, reimbursing,
f inancing, or refinancing the transit ion costs and of ac[uir ing
transit ion property through a plan approved by the commiJsion in
th: f inancing order, including the costs or i3suing, servicing,
and ret i r ing t rans i t ion bonds.

(b)  I f  requested by the ut i l i ty  in  the ut i l i ty 's
application for a f inancing order, f ixed transit ion amounts must
include nonblzpassable rates or charges to recover federal and
state taxes in which the transit ion cost recovery period is
modif ied by the transactions approved in the rinanling order.

(15)  "Funct ional ly  separate ' ,  means a ut i l i ty 's  sEparat ion of
the ut i l i ty 's  e lect r ic i ty  supply ,  t ransmiss ion,  a is t r iur r t ion,  and
unregulated retai l  energy services assets and operations.

( rz)  " rn terested person"  means a reta i l  e lect r ic i ty
customer,  the consumer counser  establ ished in  5- i -5-201- ,  the
commiss ion,  or  a  ut i l i ty

(18) tr l ,arge customerrt means, for universal system benefits
programs purposes, a customer with an individual 10ad greater
than a monthly average of 1,000 ki lowatt demand in the previous
calendar year for that individual Ioad.

(1-9) "Loca1 governing body" means a local board of trustees
of  a  rura l  e lect r ic  cooperat ive.

(20) Itrrow-income customer'r means those energy consumer
households and famil ies with incomes at or below
industry-recognized levels that quali fy those consumers for
low-income energy-related assist jnce.

(21) rNet meteringrt means measuring the difference between
the electr icity distr ibuLed to and the electr icity generat.ed by
customer-generator that-fE-Ted b
during the applicable bi l l ing period.

(22) i lNet met,ering sysLemil means
production of elect,rical energy that:

(a) uses as i ts fuel  solar,  wind,
(b) has a generating capacity of

faci l i ty  for  the

or hydropower;
not more than 50
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k i l owa t t s ;
(c)  is  located on the customer-generator 's  premises;
(d) operates in paral lel with the distr ibution services

prov ider 's  d is t r ibut ion fac i l i t ies;  and
(e)  is  in tended pr imar i ly  to  of fset  par t  or  a l l  o f  the

customer-generatorrs  requi rements for  e lect r ic i ty .
(23) rNonblpassable rates or charges" means rates or charges

that are approved by the commission and imposed on a customer to
pay the customer's share of transit ion costs or universal system
benefits programs costs even if  the customer has physical ly
b lpassed e i ther  the ut i l i ty ts  t ransmiss ion or  d is t r ibut ion
fac i l i t i e s .

(24) , 'Pi1ot program'r means an experimental program using a
select set of sma1l customers to assess the potential fot
developing and offering customer choice of electr icity supply to
small customers in the future.

(25)  r ,Publ ic  u t i l i ty"  means,  except  for  the Montana e lect r ic
and qas authori tv establ ished in Isect ion 3l any electr ic
uti l i ty regulated by the commission pursuant to Tit le 69, chapter
3,  on May 2,  1997,  inc lud ing the publ ic  u t i l i ty 's  successors or
ass j -gnees.

(26) "Qualifying loadrr means , for payments and credj-ts
associated with universal system benefits programs, al l
nonresidential demand-metered accounts of a large customer within
the ut i l i ty 's  serv ice ter r i tory  in  which the customer qual i f ies
as a large customer.

(27) "Sma1l customerl means a residential customer or a
commercial customer who has an individual account with an average
monthly demand in the previous calendar year of less than 50
kilowatts or a new residential or commercial customer wi-th an
estimated average monthly demand of less than 50 ki lowatts of a
public uti l i ty that has restructured pursuant to Tit le 35,
chapter  L9,  or  th is  chapter .

(28) rTransit ion bondholder" means a holder of transit ion
bonds, including trustees, col lateral agents, and other entit ies
acting for the benefit  of that bondholder.

(29) "Transit ion bondgtt means any bond, debenture, note,
in ter im cer t i f icate,  coI Ia tera l ,  t rust  cer t i f icate,  or  o ther
evidence of indebt,edness or ownership issued by the board or
other transit ion bonds issuer that is secured by or payable from
fixed transit. ion amounts or transit ion property. Proceeds from
transit ion bonds must be used to recover, reimburse, f inance, or
refinance transit ion costs and to acquire transit ion property.

(30) "Transit@_a nonb)passable rate or --
ustomer to pay the customerrs share of

t rans i t i on  cos ts .
(31) t 'Transit ion cost recovery period" means the period

beginning on ,July 1-, 1-998, and ending when a uti l i ty customer
does not have any l iabi l i ty for payment of transit ion costs.

(32 )  "T rans iL ion  cos ts t '  means :
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(a)  a  publ ic  u t i l i ty 's  net  ver i f iab le generat ion-re lated
and e lect r ic i ty  supply  cost .s ,  inc lud ing costs  of  capi ta l ,  that
become unrecoverable as a result of the implementation of this
chapter or of federal 1aw requir ing retai l  open access or
customer choice;

(b) those costs that include but, are not l imited to:
( i) regulatory assets and deferred charges that exist

because of current regulatory practices and can be accounted for
up to the ef f  ective date of t ,he commission,s f inal order
regard ing a publ ic  u t i l i ty 's  t rans i t ion p lan and conservat ion
investments made prior to universal system benefits charge
implement,ati-on;

(i i)  nonuti l i ty and uti l i ty power purchase contracts
executed before May 2 ,  !997,  inc lud ing qual i fy ing fac i l i ty
contracts ;

( i i i )  exist ing generation investments and supply commitments
or other obligations incurred before Nlay 2, 1997, and costs
arising from these investments and commitments;

( iv) the costs associated with renegotiat ion or buyout of
the exist ing nonuti l i ty and uti l i ty power purchase contracts,
inc lud ing qual i fy ing fac i l i t ies and a l l  costs ,  expenses,  and
reasonable fees related to issuing transit ion bonds; and

(v) the costs of refinancing and retir ing of debt or equity
capital of the public uti l i ty and associated federal and state
tax l iab i l i t ies or  o ther  ut i l i ty  costs  for  which the use of
transit ion bonds would benefit  customers.

(33) trTransit ion period't means the period ending ,Ju1y 1-,
2027  .

(g+) rTransit ion property'r means the property r ight created.
by a f inancing order, including without l imitation the right,
t i t l e ,  and  i n te res t  o f  a  u t i l i t y ,  ass ignee ,  o r  o the r  i ssue r  o f
transit ion bonds to al l  revenue, col lections, claims, payments,
money, or proceeds of or arising from or constitut ing f ixed
transit ion amounts that are the subject of a f inancing order,
including those nonbypassable rates and other charges and fixed
transit ion amounts that are authorized by the commission in the
financing order to recover transit ion costs and the costs of
recovering, reimbursing, f inancing, or refinancing the transit ion
costs and acquir ing transit ion propert!,  including the costs of
issuing, servicing, and retir ing transit ion bonds. Any right that
a ut i l i ty  has in  the t rans i t ion proper ty  before t ,he ut i l i ty 's
sale or transfer or any other r ight created under this section or
created in the f inancing order and assignable under this chapter
o{_gfE1gleble_pursuant to a finanqlga order_is only a contract
r i gh t .

(35)  i lTransmiss ion fac i l i t ies"  means those fac i l i t ies that
are used to provide transmission services as determined by the
federal energy regulatory commission and the commission.

(35) ' tTransmission services providerrr means an entity
controLl ing or  operat ing t ransmiss ion fac i l i t , ies.
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(37) rUniversal system benefits charge,'  means a
nonblpassable rate or charge to be imposed on a customer to pay
the customer 's  share of  un iversal  system benef i ts  programs costs .

(38) i lUniversal system benefits programsrr means public
purpose programs for:

(a)  cost -ef fect ive loca1 energy conservat ion;
(b) Iow-income customer weatherizatlon;
(c) renewable resource projects and applications, including

those that capture unique social and energy system benefits or
that provide transmission and distr ibution system benefits;

(d) research and development, programs related to energy
conservation and renewables;

(e) market. transformation designed to encourage competit ive
markets for public purpose programs; and

(f ) 1ow-i-ncome energy assistance.
(39) "Uti l i ty 'r means any public uLil i ty or cooperative

u t i l i t y .  n

{ tn te rna l  References  to  69-8-703:
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